Colectomy for necrotizing amebic pancolitis in early childhood with survival.
A case of necrotizing amebic pancolitis in a 6-year-old boy with asplenia, partial situs inversus, and cyanotic congenital heart disease is reported and the literature is reviewed briefly. Our patient was managed successfully by prompt colectomy, ileostomy, a Stamm gastrostomy, and extensive drainage of the peritoneal cavity with administration of metronidazole postoperatively and prolonged jugular vein Broviac catheter hyperalimentation. This child may be the first survivor of total colonic amebic necrosis in childhood. Necrotizing amebic colitis appears to be more hazardous in infancy and childhood than in adult years. Malnutrition and additional illnesses and malformations may produce greater immunocompromise in the very young, placing them at greater risk for the ultimate of amebic intestinal complications, total colonic necrosis and disintegration.